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Early Learning and Childcare Service. 

We are delighted to announce a brand new element to the service. For the first time ever the 

Highland Council are offering children born from 1st March 2014 onward the opportunity to ac-

cess their childcare service early. This year those eligible children will be able to start at Ben Wy-

vis Primary from the first Monday after their 3rd birthday. Any hours accessed will be charged at 

our current hourly rate of £3.80. 

For further information please contact the school directly and ask to speak with our Childcare 
Manager, Miss G. Semple. All spaces are subject to availability. 

 

Mrs Mackay, Early Years Education Support Officer for Mid visited our early years setting 
yesterday. Well done to all involved in the service. Mrs Mackay was very impressed with the 
standard of service and a detailed report will follow if anyone wishes to read it. 

 

Change of date: P7 Bingo Night. Please note that there is a date change from 23rd February to 
the 16th March for the Bingo Night.  

 

School Uniform update: Gilmour Sports have had to increase prices of school uniform. They 
reassure us that this is the first price increase in quite a few years. Sweatshirts are from £7.95 
and cardigans from £9.95 

Internet Safety Workshops—On Wednesday March 1st from 5.15pm—6.00pm children 

in classes will be hosting an internet awareness session. Parents and Carers can visit their 

child’s class and learn about how we keep ourselves safe in a digital world. (Children in-

volved will need to attend from 5pm).  

Our PARENT COUNCIL meeting starts at 6.30pm after the internet workshop and eve-

ryone is welcome. 

Date for your diary: Open Afternoon P1—P7. Please come and visit your child’s class on 

Friday 12th May 1.45—2.30pm. You will be able to view your child’s work, look at Seesaw 

and also join in with some of the activities planned. 

Easter Assembly—Parents welcome. March 31st at 9.30am. P3/4 and P4 are helping us 

deliver our Easter Message, along with Mr Stewart. 

School Fayre—Saturday 27th May. We 

still need helpers. Please contact Miss 

Gillian Semple or Mrs Pauline Jezewski 

(0ur Parent Council Chair and Vice Chair) 

if you are interested in lending a hand be-

fore or on the day. 

Dress down day for CHOCOLATE. Fri-

day 20th May will be a dress down day for 

all pupils in exchange for a piece of choco-
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 Profiling and Reporting in Highland. An update from High-

land Council: 

The expectations from Education Scotland in the Curriculum for Ex-

cellence (CfE) implementation Plan 2015/2016 states that: 

“Schools should involve parents in developing more simple and effec-

tive means of reporting that emphasise quality of engagement rather 

than reams of paperwork”. 

Typically teachers spend 70-100 hours on the end of term reports. But . . . 

Does the end of year report provide you with current, relevant and in depth information about your 
child’s progress in their learning?  

 
The current report does not allow for the pupil to have ownership of the report – the 
report is written in isolation without the learner. As soon as the report is printed it 
becomes out of  date. A lot of time is spent on creating the reports – but what is 
their purpose once they are created? We want to avoid ‘teacher speak’ to ensure 
that learners can share their learning with their families 

 
 
 
Our school provides individual reporting opportunities and whole school / class opportunities for sharing too.  
 
 

At the next Parent Council we will discuss the draft policy for our 
schools approach to profiling and reporting, so do join us on the 1st 
March at 6.30pm and for the INTERNET SAFETY WORKSHOP from 
5.15—6.00pm 
 
  
Schools have agreed that there will be core events common to all, as follows: 
 
1.The ingredients of effective profiling will be evident and schools will use these to shape formats of profiles 
which are appropriate for their school community e.g. development of Seesaw / Learner Profile 
 
2.The Profile will be shared with parents/carers on a regular basis (at least termly) – through learners  
sharing this at home and at school (Seesaw can be accessed 24/7 if the parent/carer signs up). 
 
3.Opportunities will be planned on a termly basis for parents/carers to visit the school – including open days 
afternoons/evenings, curriculum events, school shows, assemblies etc. Please see our diary for these. 
 
4.At least one formal parent/carer update meeting will be offered with the pupil’s Class Teacher—Coming up! 
 
5.The end of year Summary of Personal Progress (SPP) will be shared (using the statements from the current 
reporting format), alongside future target setting and the Learner’s Statement through the Profile. (June 2017) 
 

If you have not signed up to SEESAW yet, please contact your class 
teacher and they will reprint your invite. 
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LEARNING CONVERSATIONS. 
 
A Learning Conversation is ………. 
 
“a regular planned discussion that is used to identify and capture 
evidence of progress and achievements across settings and con-
texts”.  (Education Scotland) 
 
 
In our school learning conversations take place with children as part of 
effective feedback from Class Teachers on an on-going basis.  
 
 
We will also be sending out information regarding talking homework and how you can use some of 
the questions on the cards below to discuss learning with your child. It might be quite useful to keep these 
pinned to the fridge door or downloaded on your phone in the meantime, so that you can use them when 
you chat to your child about their work. 
 

 
 


