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Open Afternoon. Please remember that you can visit your child’s class on the 22nd June 2016 

at 2pm. This is a chance to view work and talk with your child about their learning. Please note, 

as we have had a couple of enquires from parents, we have an open door policy at Ben Wyvis, 

so if you  ever have a question please come and ask us. This includes viewing work, although 

with our learning on-line for each child, you should be seeing regular updates. 

Seesaw—Please sign up if you haven’t already. An invite was sent out. Some of the posts we 

make are from the ‘Class Feed’. These are items that have been approved by the teacher and 

show the class working together. At this point you will see other comments from staff, pupils and 

parents. However, the items uploaded for your individual child are not seen by other parents and 

comments are also not seen. The feedback we have had has been very positive, so we will be 

continuing our learning on-line next session. 

Rosemarkie Beach Trip—the weather is set to improve, but if there is rain, please ensure that 

your child is well wrapped up and has waterproofs / sturdy shoes or wellies. All children will need 

a packed lunch and drink, unless you have arranged with the class teacher for the school kitch-

ens to provide this. 

Eden Court—P1—P7 will be visiting Eden Court this year to watch the pantomime on 16th De-

cember. The Parent Partnership is kindly paying for transport, but there will be the cost of the 

ticket (tbc) for parents to pay. Letters will be sent out nearer the time. It was agreed last session 

that the trip would be every two years.  This year we are going to watch Dick Whittington. 

 

End of term reminders / Dates for the diary: 

 

Tuesday 21st 9.30am Sports Day 

Wednesday 22nd—Open Afternoon 2—4pm and Parent Partnership AGM 6.30pm. New members wel-

come! 

Thursday 23rd—Rosemarkie Beach Trip 

Monday 27th June—Ben Wyvis Has Talent. 11am (parents welcome) 

Wednesday 29th—Award Ceremony 9.30am (parents welcome) 

Thursday 30th—P7 Leavers Assembly 9.30am. P7 Party pm (no stilettos please and parents welcome) 

Friday 1st July. School finishes at 12.00pm. No lunches.  

NEXT TERM: M&M Productions are visiting nursery—P7 on 31st August at 9.30am. We are asking for a 

contribution of £2 for this show for the children to benefit from this classic drama production, Treasure Is-

land. Children can dress up for the day. 

Friday 26th August—Disco for Conon Gala at school— details to follow. 

Well done to Mrs Dalseme and P5 for a wonderful Oscar’s Night. COMING 

SOON—Visit our school blog for photographs of the evening. 
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Classes for 2016—17 (please note classes can still change in August) 

P1—Ms Westmoreland. P1/2—Mrs Summerfield—Ross and Mrs Forbes 

P2—Mr Cormack & Mrs Pennington-Smith. P2/3—Mrs Ross 

P3/4—Mrs Morrison. P4—Miss Hamilton 

P5—Mrs Dalseme. P5/6 Mrs Henderson until Mrs McDowall returns 

P6—Mrs Schmidt. P7– Mrs Ghee 

Each child will receive a slip with the name of their class teacher. 

Mrs Trish Fraser will cover P.E. CCR for P4—7. Mrs Mardon will cover drama and Mrs Dumistrescu will 

cover art. P7 will also benefit from a language lesson weekly from a Dingwall Academy Teacher. Man-

agement time will be covered by Mr Cormack and Mrs Pennington-Smith. 

Composite Classes - A Guide for Parents. Background information All Scottish schools are staffed according 

to Scottish Government guidelines.  This provides the appropriate number of teachers required for the total school 

roll. 

National conditions of service for teachers set a normal maximum number of 33 pupils for single year stage classes 

in primary school. Composite classes, where two or more age groups are taught in the same class, have a maxi-

mum capacity of 25 pupils.  

Government guidelines to reduce class sizes at P1 to 25 and P2-3 to 30 in single stage classes has also to be tak-

en into account although it should be noted that these capacities are not set in statute and may be exceeded in 

single age group classes (up to a maximum class size of 33) should circumstances arise following the first day of a 

new school session. 

In determining the staffing complement of a school, the Education Authority has to take into account such national 

agreements in the context of any proposed housing development within a school’s catchment area, the availability 

of accommodation within each locality and individual establishment and the fact that class sizes revert to 33 at P4. 

The realities of local, and indeed national, demographic patterns dictate that composite classes are likely to remain 

a feature of our school organisation for the foreseeable future. 

Some Questions and Answers regarding composite classes. 

What is a composite class? A composite class is a class organisation where children of two or more stages are 

grouped together.  (e.g. P1/2, P4/5/6 etc). Do Head Teachers have the authority to form composite classes? 

Yes.  The Scottish Government Education Directorate acknowledges composite classes as a method of class or-

ganisation available to Head Teachers and Scottish Local Authorities, working with teaching trades unions, have a 

long- established joint agreement of a maximum composite class size of 25 pupils.  The current “Scheme of Sala-

ries and Conditions of Service for Teaching Staff in School Education” outlines the Head Teacher’s responsibility to 

manage class organisation supported by advice from the education authority. On occasions, it may be acceptable 

to exceed this figure when an additional teacher is made available to the school. This would result in a team-

teaching situation in any composite class where pupil numbers exceed 25. 

When will I be informed if my child is to be in a composite class? 

The Head Teacher will inform you about your child’s class as soon as she has finalised the class organisation for 

the new school year.  Normally this would be in mid June however circumstances may arise where the Head 

Teacher will have to adjust the organisation of classes to accommodate an unexpected intake of pupils.   This reor-

ganisation can happen at any time of the year because the school must provide places for pupils within its catch-

ment area if there is an overall capacity within the school.   

If my child is placed in a composite class will he/she continue in that class throughout his/her primary 

school education? 

Not necessarily. Classes are reviewed annually in line with roll projections for the coming session and the resultant 

staffing allocations made by the Local Authority. The Head Teacher will, at the earliest opportunity, strive to inform 

you which class your child will be placed in. 
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If my child is placed in a composite class will there be opportunities for my child to continue to work and 

socialise with the friends he/she established at previous stages of the nursery or the school? 

Yes.  Your child will continue to meet and interact with previous classmates at social times during the school day or 

during class time through teaching arrangements.  Where possible we will provide opportunities for the children to 

work together on collaborative projects and events as a whole year group. 

Can I refuse to have my child taught in a composite class? 

No.  The management of class organisation in schools is the responsibility of the Head Teacher.  If you have any 

concerns about composite classes which are not answered through this policy please make an appointment to 

speak to the Head Teacher.               

How is a composite class formed? 

The maximum number of pupils in a composite class is set at 25 (although see exception noted above).  Class 

Teachers and the Head Teacher monitor each child’s progress through continuous assessment systems through-

out the year.  To ensure the best teaching and learning experience of each pupil, the Head Teacher will consider 

the organisation of composite classes, according to the needs of each child. 

How are children identified for a composite class? 

In forming a composite class, the Head Teacher, together with the Senior Management Team will discuss prospec-

tive class lists with your child’s current class/nursery teachers.  

Together and in no particular order, school staff will consider an individual pupil’s. This is an holistic approach to 

setting classes: 

Educational development / Attainment levels / Additional Support Needs / Personal and social development / 

Chronological age / Gender (to ensure a reasonable balance in the class where possible) 

Will my child be disadvantaged through being taught in a composite class?  

Absolutely not!  Traditionally, teachers have grouped pupils of similar ability for leaning and teaching purposes 

within all classes.  Most children educated within Highland Council schools are taught in composite classes. 

My child is at P2 stage and is being placed in a P1/2 composite.  How can a teacher settle-in the new intake 

without disadvantaging my child?  

The class teacher will employ strategies, such as the grouping arrangements already mentioned, to ensure the un-

interrupted progress of your child’s education.   

How can teachers teach children at different stages in one class?  

Teachers are trained to adapt their teaching methods and programmes of study to meet the needs of the pupils in 

their charge.  Every class contains children at different ability levels.  Teachers may employ a variety of arrange-

ments for their teaching, including individual support, grouping of ability levels, settings across class stages and 

teaching classes as a whole group. You can be assured whatever class organisation your child encounters, he or 

she will have their curriculum tailored to ensure their progress at an appropriate pace for their ability. 

When will I be informed if my child is to be in a composite class? 

The Head Teacher will inform you about your child’s class as soon as she has finalised the class organisation for 

the new school year.  Normally this would be in mid June however circumstances may arise where the Head 

Teacher will have to adjust the organisation of classes to accommodate an unexpected intake of pupils.   This reor-

ganisation can happen at any time of the year because the school must provide places for pupils within its catch-

ment area if there is an overall capacity within the school.    

If my child is placed in a composite class will he/she continue in that class throughout his/her primary 

school education? Not necessarily. Classes are reviewed annually in line with roll projections for the coming ses-

sion and the resultant staffing allocations made by the Local Authority. The Head Teacher will, at the earliest op-

portunity, strive to inform you which class your child will be placed in.  


