
BEN WYVIS PARENT COUNCIL MEETING  
Wednesday 16th November 2016 - 6.30pm 
Venue: Ben Wyvis Primary School  
 
MINUTES AND ACTIONS taken by Stephanie MacQueen  
 
Attendees: Stephanie MacQueen (Secretary), Steph Rae (Treasurer), Gillian Semple 
(Chair), Pauline Wittka-Jezewski (Vice-Chair), Antony Smith (Parent), Carol Hume (Parent), 
Councillor Margaret Paterson, Councillor Graham MacKenzie, Claire McNeilly (Parent), Iain 
Roe (Parent), Catriona McDowall (Teacher), Emma Dalseme (Teacher), Tania Mackie 
(HeadTeacher).  
 
 
MINUTES/ACTIONS     RESPONSIBIILTY 

1 - GS welcomed all to the meeting and 
asked all present to introduce themselves 
and informed all of apologies as per below.  
 
Apologies:  
Councillor Alistair Mackinnon 
Councillor Angela MacLean  
Helen Brown 
Fiona Ross 
Julie Duff  
Lorna Quickshank 
Corina Lonnen 

N/A 

2 and 3 - Previous minutes from the AGM, 
the EGM and the last parent council 
meeting were all approved. Pauline 
Jezewski and Claire McNeilly approved the 
AGM minutes Antony Smith and Gillian 
Semple approved the EGM (after having 
rectified the error pointed out by A Smith) 
and the last minutes were approved by 
Pauline Jezewski and seconded by Steph 
Rae.  

SM 

4 - Sports Tops  
- It was agreed by all present that the 

10cms white letters (B and W) will 
be ordered to revamp the sports top 
we have already.  

- Steph Rae has agreed to iron them 
all on. They will go on the back - 
middle of the underarm line.  

- Pauline Jezewski has advised all 
that the cost per letter is currently 
£1 per letter but will go down as a 

 
 
 
 
ALL 
 
SR 
 
 
 
 



bulk buy.  PJ 

5 - HeadTeacher update will be attached to 
the minutes.  

- TM welcomes feedback on all the 
updates by all parents. 

- Clerical vacancies at the school will 
be filled for a January start. No 
other vacancies at present. 

- Panto - cost of buses have been 
covered by the Parent Council, 
allowing for the ticket price to be 
reduced to £11 per child.  

- As the Halloween Disco had to be 
cancelled, J Rock funds are still low. 
A Valentine’s Disco will be 
organised for 15th February 2017 to 
help with fundraising.  

- All school children are learning 
Silent Night and We wish you a 
Merry Christmas to sing at the Tree 
Lighting, Parents are welcome to 
join in! 

- Mrs Mackie would like to thank all 
the parent helpers to date. More 
parents are involving themselves at 
the school with is extremely helpful 
and invaluable. Please, can we 
keep this going.  

- Adverse Weather Updates - the 
Blog holds the information required 
for finding out if the school is open. 
Please note that the update is 
dependent on phone signal which 
may be affected during bad 
weather. Contact the school if you 
need more information.  

- J Rock challenge takes place in 
April. It is costly but a great 
experience for all involved. School 
will keep fundraising but welcomes 
all help given.  

- Heating issues - Mrs Mackie has 
informed everyone that the area is 
now ready for full repair which 
should be scheduled at weekends 
to minimise disruption to the use of 
the hall. Temporary heating, which 
is elevated for health and safety 
reasons, is currently in place.  

SM 
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6 - Treasurer’s update 
- Car boot sale raised £263.  
- Bank account - still waiting on the 

bank to authorise new signatories.  

 
SR 
 
PARENT COUNCIL 

7- Fundraising  
- Looking at holding a car boot sale 

once a term and alternating venues 
between the school and Maryburgh 
hall. 

- Ideas for more fundraising 
welcomed! Please get in touch. 

- Check number of raffle books 
required to distribute to school 
children 

- Fundraising ideas discussed at the 
meeting includes: bingo night, quiz 
night, Race night? 

- Check license requirement for 
alcohol for a “bring a bottle” themed 
fundraising event. 
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SM 

8 - Christmas Raffle  
- Christmas raffle will be drawn at 

School concert. Still looking for 
donations.  
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9 - AOB 
- Blog access to be given to Parent 

Council to add minutes/agendas or 
any other relevant bits of 
information.  

- Contact details for Stephanie 
MacQueen to go on to the next 
newsletter for parents to email their 
interest in receiving minutes/ 
agendas etc. 

- Comms Policy - the policy is now 
back with the teacher. It will then go 
on blog ad facebook page.  

- After school sport activities - details 
are on the blog.  

- Carol Hume enquired about the 
children going out and exploring the 
natural surroundings. The school 
pond is currently being left to return 
to its natural environment and Lynn 
Bryden has taken an eco skills 
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group out to learn about eco 
environments.  

- The school is currently looking at 
Green Gyms as potential add on to 
the playground.  

- Antony Smith mentioned reading an 
article stating that Highland came 
last in a survey for outdoor physical 
activities. Ben Wyvis Primary do 
encourage physical activity to take 
place outdoor all year round.  
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10 - DONM 
- Next meeting: 1st March 2017 - 

6.30pm  

 
 
ALL WELCOME 

 
 
 


